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September 29, 1986 

Mr. Pedro Gelabert 
Director 
Caribbean Regional Office 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1413 Fernandez Juncos Ave. 
Santurce, P.R. 00909 
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Subject: Comments on "Preliminary 
Study to Include the 
Arecibo Dumping Plarp 
in the Superfund Program" 

C-73-007 JCA 

Dear Mr. Gelabert: 

foiling:thS d°CU"ent SU""itted " "S f" evaluati°„ »e understand the 

âce'uc.t'ed'u'n ""'"f ar"S " 2'6 miUs fr»" thd Ih i th  , area tHat 15 Part °f the "Cafi° Tiburones" 
which is the largest wetland's area in Puerto Rico. There are 
angrove swamps, herbaceous swamps and many marshes all of which 

constitute one of the most important wildlife habitats inpLrlo 

2" Sh7imtely.450'000 of waste material, most of which is 
ghly contaminant, have been dumped in the area. There have 

ss&ra  i— 

irrigation and livestock consumtion. gncultural 

3" I?6 has been dumped in trenches. Several drainage 
channels irradiate from the dumping place to the east, nofth 
Tiburones"301 ^ m°Vement of toxic substances to "dno 
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Munoz Rivera Ave., Stop 3, San Juan, P.R./ Box 5887, Pta. de Tierra, P.R. OOS06 
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Mr. Pedro Gelabert 
C-73-007 JCA -2- September 29, 1986 

iiti:zVu:arc the ,,R£° 
fr°m the "Rf° Grande Arecibo"'estuary wMch is of"™" "" 
importance that the one of "Ri0 Grande de Manatf". 

ge their classification to the endangered species status. 

6. The study indicates a concentration of heavymetals found in 
the analysis of surface water. It is also indicated that 
the contaminants might be migrating to the aquifer. This 
aquifer is the source of water for domestic use for most part 

e residents m the north central coast of Puerto Rico. 

According to the stated above the Denart-monr w _ i r. 
Program^ n6CeSSary t0 include this dumping place in the'uperfund"" 

Cordially yours, 

MkMs 
Assistant Secretary 
for Permits Area 


